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Third Grade Summer Reading Program 

Bel Air Elementary- 2016 

 

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue 
developing their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to 
participate in the program are required to complete a minimum of three books.   

Students participating in the program in Third Grade will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include 
the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or guardian statement that the student has completed the 
reading.   

For Third Grade students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the 
Public Library documentation will apply.  
 
Students in Third Grade who read a minimum of three books will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, 
for a total of three. The summer reading documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of 
school.  

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a 
parent/guardian and/or librarian may be used. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its 
documentation is also acceptable. 
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PWCS Third Grade Summer Reading Program 

Suggested Reading 

 
Titles with a * (Primary (K-3) list) or ** (Elementary (3-5) list) in front of them are on the 2016-2017 Virginia Readers 
Choice list, a voluntary program in which Bel Air participates.  Their reading levels and maturity levels vary.   
Please read the annotations to know if the book is appropriate for your child.  Bel Air students who participate need to 
read a minimum of 4 books on the VRC list in order to vote in April. 
 
 

Author Title 
Publication 
Date 

Annotation 

Aardema, Verna  

Why mosquitoes 

buzz in people's 

ears 
1975 This folktale reveals the meaning of the mosquito's buzz. 

Barnett, Mac 

and  John, Jory  

** Terrible Two 2015 When master prankster Miles Murphy moves to sleepy Yawnee Valley, he 

challenges the local, mystery prankster in an epic battle of tricks but soon the 

two join forces to pull off the biggest prank ever seen. 

Bell, CeCe  * I Yam a Donkey 2015 A donkey excitedly announces, "I yam a donkey!" Unfortunately the 

donkey's audience happens to be a yam, and one who is particular about 

sloppy pronunciation and poor grammar. An escalating series of 

misunderstandings leaves the yam furious and the clueless donkey 

bewildered by the yam's growing (and amusing) frustration. 

 

Brett, Jan 

Honey-- honey-- 

lion! : a story 

from Africa 
2005 

After working together to obtain honey, the African honey badger always 

shares it with his partner, the honeyguide bird, until one day when the honey 

badger becomes greedy and his feathered friend decides to teach him a 

lesson. 

Byrne, Richard  * This Book Just 

Ate My Dog 

2014 When her dog disappears into the gutter of the book, Bella calls for help. But 

when the helpers disappear too, Bella realizes it will take more than a tug on 

the leash to put things right. 
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Clement, 

Andrew  

**  Map Trap 2014 Sixth-grader Alton Barnes loves maps, and when his portfolio of secret maps 

is stolen, he begins getting notes with orders that he must obey to get the 

maps back but, with the help of a popular classmate, he just might succeed 

before his teacher, principal, or someone else learns he has been studying 

and mapping things about them. 

Climo, Shirley 
The Egyptian 

Cinderella 1992 
Rhodopes, a slave girl living in ancient Egypt, is chosen by the Pharaoh to be 

his queen. 

Coerr, Eleanor 
The Josefina 

Story Quilt 1986 

While traveling west with her family in 1850, a young girl makes a 

patchwork quilt chronicling the experiences of the journey and reserves a 

special patch for her pet hen Josefina. 

Cohen, Barbara Molly's Pilgrim  
1998 

Told to make a Pilgrim doll for the Thanksgiving display at school, Molly is 

embarrassed when her mother tries to help her out by creating a doll dressed 

as she herself was dressed before leaving Russia to seek religious freedom. 

Davies, Nicola  **  The Lion 

Who Stole My 

Arm 

2014 After Pedru loses his arm in a lion attack, he vows revenge on the lion that 

made him unable to become a great hunter like his father, but questions his 

resolve when he gets the opportunity to work with animal researchers. 

Davis, Kathryn  **  Mr. Ferris and 

His Wheel 

2014 Capturing an engineer's creative vision and mind for detail, this fully 

illustrated picture book biography sheds light on how the American inventor 

George Ferris defied gravity and seemingly impossible odds to invent the 

world's most iconic amusement park attraction, the Ferris wheel. 

De La Peña, 

Matt  

* Last Stop on 

Market Street 

2015 A young boy rides the bus across town with his grandmother and learns to 

appreciate the beauty in everyday things. 

Dyckman, Ame  * Wolfie the 

Bunny 

2015 The Bunny family has adopted a wolf son, and daughter Dot is the only one 

who realizes Wolfie can--and might--eat them all up! Dot tries to get through 

to her parents, but they are too smitten to listen. 

Escoffier , 

Michaël  

* Take Away the 

A 

2014 The idea behind the book is that within every language there are words that 

change and become a different word through the simple subtraction of a 

single letter. In other words, without the "A," the Beast is Best 
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Greenwald, 

Tommy  

** Jack Strong 

Takes a Stand 

2013 Tired of being forced to participate in sports and take extra lessons and 

tutoring to become well-rounded in anticipation of college, middle-schooler 

Jack Strong stages a sit-in on his couch until his parents ease up. 

 

Haughton, Chris  * Shh…We Have 

a Plan 

2014  

Four friends creep through the woods, and what do they spot? An bird high 

in a tree! 'Hello birdie,' waves one. 'Shh! We have a plan,' hush the others. 

They stealthily make their advance, nets in the air. Ready one, ready two, 

ready three, and go! But as one plan after another fails, it soon becomes clear 

that their observant companion, has a far better idea. 

Holm, Jennifer  ** Fourteenth 

Goldfish 

2014  

Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and 

consequently has turned into a teenager--which makes for complicated 

relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 

Hooks, William Moss gown 
1987 

After failing to flatter her father as much as her two evil sisters do, Candace 

is banished from his plantation and only after much time and meeting her 

Prince Charming, is her father able to appreciate her love. 

Howe, James 
Pinky and Rex 

series  Stories about Rex and her best friend Pinky 

Jenkins, Steve & 

Page, Robin  

* Creature 

Features: 25 

animals explain 

why they look the 

way they do 

2014 Packed with many cool facts and visuals on where certain animals live and 

what they eat, this book captures twenty-five humorous—and very true—

explanations of why animals look the way they do in order to exist in this 

world. 

Keller, Laurie 

Bowling alley 

bandit: Arnie the 

doughnut 
2015 

Arnie the talking doughnut is delighted to be Mr. Bing's new pet "doughnut-

dog," so when Mr. Bing starts rolling gutter balls during a big bowling 

tournament, Arnie suspects foul play and sets out to solve the mystery. 

Kellogg, Steven  
Jack and the 

Beanstalk  1991 
A boy climbs to the top of a giant beanstalk, where he uses his quick wits to 

outsmart a giant and make his and his mother's fortune. 
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Knutson, 

Barbara 

Love and roast 

chicken : a 

trickster tale from 

the Andes 

Mountains 

2004 
In this folktale from the Andes, a clever guinea pig repeatedly outsmarts the 

fox that wants to eat him for dinner. 

Larson, Kirby  ** Dash 2016  

When her family is forced into an internment camp, Mitsi Kashino is 

separated from her home, her classmates, and her beloved dog Dash; and as 

her family begins to come apart around her, Mitsi clings to her one 

connection to the outer world--the letters from the kindly neighbor who is 

caring for Dash. 

Look, Lenore 
Ruby Lu, brave 

and true 2004 

Almost-eight-year-old" Ruby Lu spends time with her baby brother, goes to 

Chinese school, performs magic tricks and learns to drive, and has 

adventures with both old and new friends. 

Mathis, Sharon 

Bell  

The Hundred 

Penny Box  2006 
Michael's love for his great-great-aunt who lives with them leads him to 

intercede with his mother, who wants to toss out all her old things. 

McDermott, 

Gerald 

Anansi the spider 

: a tale from the 

Ashanti 
1972 

In trying to determine which of his six sons to reward for saving his life, 

Anansi the Spider is responsible for placing the moon in the sky. 

McDermott, 

Gerald 

Jabuti, the 

tortoise : a 

trickster tale from 

the Amazon 

2001 

All the birds enjoy the song-like flute music of Jabuti, the tortoise, except 

Vulture, who, jealous because he cannot sing, tricks Jabuti into riding his 

back toward a festival planned by the King of Heaven. 

McDermott, 

Gerald. 

Coyote : a 

trickster tale from 

the American 

Southwest 

1994 
Coyote, who has a nose for trouble, insists that the blackbirds teach him how 

to fly, but the experience ends in disaster for him. 

Mendez, Phil 
The Black 

Snowman 1989 

Through the powers of a magical kente, a black snowman comes to life and 

helps young Jacob discover the beauty of his black heritage as well as his 

own self-worth. 
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Nolen, Jerdine 
Plantzilla goes to 

camp 2006 

Through a series of letters a boy, his parents, and others discuss Camp 

Wannaleavee, the camp bully, and Plantzilla, who has been forbidden to 

come but misses his caretaker and arrives in time to become the camp hero. 

Nye, Naomi 

Shihah  

**  Turtle of 

Oman 

2014 When Aref, a third-grader who lives in Muscat, Oman, refuses to pack his 

suitcase and prepare to move to Michigan, his mother asks for help from his 

grandfather, his Siddi, who takes Aref around the country, storing up 

memories he can carry with him to a new home. 

Osborne, Mary 

Pope 

Hour of the 

Olympics 1998 

Their magic tree house takes Jack and Annie back to retrieve a lost story in 

ancient Greece, where they witness the original Olympic games and are 

surprised to find what girls of the time were not allowed to do. 

Osborne, Mary 

Pope 

Vacation under 

the volcano 1998 

Their magic tree house takes Annie and Jack to Pompeii just as Vesuvius is 

about to erupt, and they must find a Roman scroll before everything is 

covered with burning ash. 

Parks, Rosa I am Rosa Parks 
2000 

The black woman whose acts of civil disobedience led to the 1956 Supreme 

Court order to desegregate buses in Montgomery, Alabama, explains what 

she did and why. 

Perez, L. King 
First Day in 

Grapes 2002 

When Chico starts the third grade after his migrant worker family moves to 

begin harvesting California grapes, he finds that self confidence and math 

skills help him cope with the first day of school. 

Perkins, Lynne 

Rae  

**  Nuts to You 2016 After surviving being carried off by a hawk, a young squirrel resolves to find 

his way home, as his best friends begin their search for him. 

Polacco, Patricia 
Mrs. Katz and 

Tush 2009 

A long-lasting friendship develops between Larnel, a young African-

American, and Mrs. Katz, a lonely Jewish widow, when Larnel presents Mrs. 

Katz with a scrawny kitten without a tail. 

Polacco, Patricia 

My rotten 

redheaded older 

brother 
1994 

After losing running, climbing, throwing, and burping competitions to her 

obnoxious older brother, a young girl makes a wish on a falling star. 
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Cox, Judy 
Secret chicken 

society 2012 

When Daniel's third-grade class raises baby chicks for a class project and he 

takes the five chickens home for the summer, he is surprised when one of 

them turns out to be a rooster. 

Smith, Lane 
John, Paul, 

George & Ben 2006 

A humorous look at the early lives of five founding fathers of the United 

States, including George Washington, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben 

Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. 

Tavares, Matt  ** Growing Up 

Pedro 

2015 The love between brothers is key to Matt Tavares's tale of Dominican pitcher 

Pedro Martínez, from his days of throwing rocks at mangoes to his years as a 

major-league star. 

Weatherford, 

Carole  

Freedom on the 

menu 2005 
The 1960 civil rights sit-ins at the Woolworth's lunch counter in Greensboro, 

North Carolina, are seen through the eyes of a young Southern black girl. 

Weinberg, Steve  * Rex Finds an 

Egg, Egg, Egg! 

2015 Rex, a tyrannosaurus, finds an egg and loves it enough to save it from a 

volcano that is about to erupt, protecting it as he runs, falls, splashes, 

tumbles, and more on the way to his nest. 

Wells, 

Rosemary 

Max and Ruby in 

Pandora's box 1998 
Ruby tries to stop her younger brother Max from sneaking into her room and 

snooping by reading him an altered version of "Pandora's Box." 

Yamada , Kobi  * What Do You 

Do With an Idea? 

2013 This is the story of one brilliant idea and the child who helps to bring it into 

the world. As the child's confidence grows, so does the idea itself. 

Yolen, Jane Owl Moon  
1987 

This gentle, poetic narrative shows the relationship between a girl and her 

father.  Their silent walk through the winter night gives a glimpse at the 

relationships between man and nature.  

Yoon, Salina  * Found 2014 Upon finding a toy rabbit in the forest, Bear tries his best to return it to its 

home but by the time its owner appears, Bear has become attached to Bunny. 

Young, Ed 

Cat and Rat : the 

legend of the 

Chinese zodiac 
1998 

Introduces the Chinese zodiac and relates how each of its twelve signs was 

named for an animal selected by the Jade Emperor. Includes a table showing 

the signs for the years 1900 through 2007, and the character traits of each 

sign. 
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Prince William County Public Schools 
Summer Reading 2016 
Documentation Grade 3 

 
 
Students in Grade 3 will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total 
of three.  Please include the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or 
guardian signature stating that the student has completed the reading.   
 
 

Book Title Author 

1.   

2.  

3.  

 
 
My student has read the above list of books. 
 
 

 

Parent or Guardian signature 
 

 

**Please note students may also participate in the Prince William County Public Library 
Summer Quest Program, and the Public Library documentation will apply.    
 

Student’s Name Classroom Teacher 

 
 


